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Above, Comet McNaught (photo by John Kirchhoff, January 10, just after 6pm). Jim Frisbie 
(who submitted a fine photo also, see p. 6) and Kirchhoff went to the park site in South Lyon. 
Operating under quite a few clouds, the two caught a little clearing just after sunset. Said John, 
“The comet was easily visible to the naked eye and is the brightest comet I have ever seen.” 

Image details:  William Optics ZS66 SD w/.8 focal reducer and Canon 10D DSLR 1 second 
exposure @ f4.7 ISO 400 
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STAR STUFF is published eleven times each year by the 
 

FORD AMATEUR ASTRONOMY CLUB 
P.O. Box 7527 

Dearborn  MI  48121-7527 
 

PRESIDENT: Don Klaser 
VICE PRESIDENT: Ed Halash 
SECRETARY: Ken Anderson 
TREASURER: Gordon Hansen 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Dale Ochalek 

 
 

CLUB INFORMATION 
 
The Ford Amateur Astronomy Club (FAAC) meets on the fourth 
Thursday each month, except for the combined November/ 
December meeting on the first Thursday of December – at Henry 
Ford Community College, Administrative Services and Conference 
Center in Dearborn.  Refer to our website for a map and directions 
(www.boonhill.net/faac). 
 
The FAAC observes at Spring Mill Pond within the Island Lake 
State Recreation Area near Brighton, Michigan.  The club maintains 
an after-hours permit, and observes on Friday and Saturday nights, 
and nights before holidays, weather permitting. The FAAC also has 
use of the dark skies at Richmond Airport, Unadilla, given prior 
permission. See the FAAC Yahoo Group* for more information. 
 
Observing schedules and additional info are available on our 
website, or via the FAAC Yahoo Group.* Or call the FAAC Hotline, 
for info, and leave a message, or ask questions:  248-207-2075.  
 
Membership in the FAAC is open to anyone with an interest in 
amateur astronomy.  The FAAC is an affiliate of the Ford 
Employees Recreation Association (F.E.R.A.).  Membership fees: 
 
Annual – New Member: $30 ($15 after July 1) 
Annual – Renewal:  $25 ($30 after January 31) 
Life Membership:                 $150        (N/A after January 31) 
 
Membership includes the STAR STUFF newsletter, discounts on 
magazines, discounts at selected area equipment retailers, and 
after-hours access to the Island Lake observing site. 
 
 
ASTRONOMY or SKY & TELESCOPE  MAGAZINE DISCOUNTS 
 
Obtain the required form from the FAAC club treasurer for a $10 
discount.  Send the completed form directly to the respective 
publisher with your subscription request and payment. Do not send 
any money directly to the FAAC for this. 
 
 
STAR STUFF NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 
 
Your submissions to STAR STUFF are more than welcome!  Send 
your story and/or images to the editor at dake00k@yahoo.com. 
Email text or MS Word is fine.  STAR STUFF will usually go to 
press the weekend prior to each general meeting.  Submissions 
received prior to that weekend can be included in that issue.   
 
 
* FAAC Members are welcome to join our FordAstronomyClub 
Yahoo! Group.  Messages, photos, files, online discussions, and 
more! URL: �
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This GALEX UV image of the colliding Antennae Galaxies 
shows areas of active star formation, which is not in the tidal 
tails as one might expect. 
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5:30 pm  

Opening/Introduction/Member Observing 

New Members and Guests - Diane Worth 

Tech Talk - Stellar Distances - Dave Wright 

Presentation:  "Ask the Astronomer" - All 

Club Business/Secretary/Treasurer reports 

Club Projects/Committees/Member support 

• Elections of Officers – Doug Bock 
• Astro-Imaging SIG - Tony Licata 
• 4th Annual Swap Meet & Show-Feb. 3 - Tom 

Blaszak 
• Club Banquet - Diane Worth 
• Dues Renewal - Gordon Hansen 
• Ice Daze at Lake. Erie Metro Park - recap - Bob 

MacFarland 
• Forest Elementary -Jan. 31 - Don Klaser 

��	
���	�#��$	%���&�

�
����3����� �

Bank Accounts  

Checking  $         962.00  

Savings  $       1442.89 

           ------------  

TOTAL Bank Accounts  $       2404.89  
  

Cash Accounts  

Cash Account  $          108.83 

            ------------  

TOTAL Cash Accounts  $          108.83  

  

Asset Accounts  

GLAAC  $       1497.21  

Projector  $         686.38  

Scholarship  $         217.05  

            ------------  

OVERALL TOTAL  $       4914.36  

Checking  $         962.00  

Savings  $       1442.89 

*(as of November 30, 2006) 
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January 20 – Ice Daze – Lake Erie MetroPark  
31 – Last day to get Lifetime Membership  
31 – Forest Middle School Public 
Outreach, Farmington, MI 

February 3 – 4th Annual FAAC Astro SWAP Meet 
12-17 – Winter Star Party, near Marathon 
Key, Florida 

March 31 – FAAC Annual Dinner – (tentative) 

April 21 – Astronomy Day - Detroit Science 
Center & Kensington MetroPark, with 
Beginners’ Night, Island Lake Recreation  

May 19 – Beginners’ Night, Island Lake 
Recreation Area 

June 23 – Beginners’ Night, Island Lake 
Recreation Area 

July 21 – Beginners’ Night, Island Lake 
Recreation Area 

August 18 – Beginners’ Night, Island Lake 
Recreation Area 

September 14-15 – Great Lakes Star Gaze, Gladwin   
21-22 – Astronomy on the Beach – 
GLAAC, Kensington Park     

October 20 – Beginner's Night - Island Lake 
Recreation Area  

TBD 2007 – Sand Hill / FAAC Picnic 
– Detroit Symphony Orchestra night   
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Image details: 10 Jan 2007, 23:03 UTC, South Lyon, Canon 
10D, WO ZenithStar 66 APO, @ f/4.7,0.7 sec., ISO 400�
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                 The 4th Annual           

     Astronomy Show & Swap Meet 
Hosted by   

Ford Amateur Astronomy Club (FAAC) 
and Rider’s Hobby Shop – Livonia 

 

Saturday, Feb 03, 2007  9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Holy Cross Church Gymnasium, 30650 Six Mile, Livonia, 48152 

Included:  ASTRONOMY PRESENTATIONS 
                   10:00 am:  Al Rothenberg    "Eclipses: Short But Oh So Sweet”; 
                   11:00 am:   Clay Kessler       “Getting Started In Astronomical Imaging” 
                12:00 noon:  Jim Frisbie           “Binocular Observing” 
                     1:00 pm:  John Kirchhoff     “Astronomical Hardware and Equipment” 
     

Planetarium Lectures @ 10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm 
 

Earn Cash By Selling Your Extra:  
Telescopes   - Eyepieces   - Cameras   - Binoculars   - Mounts 

Tripods   - Software   - Publications - Accessories, etc.   
  

Or, locate that special bargain you might not otherwise find! 
 

Admission: $5.00 in advance or $6.00 at the door  
                    (children 15 and younger – Free) 

Sales Table: $15  in advance, or $20 at the   
Door,  as available. One admission included. 
 
Advanced Registration ends January 21, 2007. 

Doors open 8:00am for setup.  Complimentary coffee 
& donuts provided by Rider’s Hobby. 
 

Send check, payable to FAAC, for advance 
admission or table registrations: FAAC, P.O. Box 
7527, Dearborn, MI 48121-7527 - by Jan. 19, 2007. 

 
Location:  Holy Cross Lutheran Church Gymnasium 
30650 Six Mile, Livonia, 48152, north side of Six Mile, 
½ mile east of Merriman.  See STAR on map. 

 
For More         Contact Tom via email:  key_string_guy@yahoo.com or call (313) 516-5978, or     
Information:     John Kirchhoff via email:  riderslivonia@aol.com  or call (734) 425-9720  



 

Store Hours: 
M-F 11am-8pm 
SAT 10am-6pm 
SUN Noon-5pm 

Gen. Manager:  John Kirchhoff 

Website:  

���!�**���+������+��� 

30991 Five Mile Road 
Livonia    MI    48154 
Tele:   (734) 425-9720 
FAX: (734) 425-2029 

New Vendor - New Item! 
William Optics Zenith Star 66SD 

with Crayford dual speed focuser and fitted hard case 
Celestron Orange or Meade Blue 

Only $299.99 

See you at the Swap Meet!  
(Feb. 3 – see Flyer inside) 

Ford Amateur Astronomy Club 
Star Stuff Newsletter 
P.O. Box 7527 
Dearborn   MI   48121-7527 
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