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Texas Star Party 2001!

May 22, 2001
By Clay Kessler

Put another Texas Star Party on the books. There
were about 800 registrants for the 2001 event held at
the Prude Ranch in western Texas. The bad news
first — the weather did not hold up to previous years.
We had one “photographic” night where it was
typically TSP. There were also several nights that
had some clearing so the visual observers had some
time to complete the “challenge” lists. Most nights
had a fair amount of clouds and there was even some
rain! The sky’s were very dark when they were clear
and the Zodiacal Light was prominent after sunset.
All in all a quite satisfying experience.

I made the trip in my van to meet former FAAC
member, and new Arizona resident, Jack Kennedy in
Texas. It was a nice trip that I made in two solid
days of driving and a few hours Sunday morning. It
was made clear that we would not be allowed into the
ranch until noon Sunday so there was no reason to
rush. We set up on the “lower field” near the motor
home and noticed immediately that the lower field
was going to be much more crowded than usual. We
were joined presently by Mark Deprest and John
Causeland from the University Lowbrows club. They
took the time to fill all of the voids in my van with
their equipment then they flew down. I was surprised
to see Ken Stone and Jeff Clymer in attendance. To
those that attend SMURFS these are the “Couch
Guys” and they are both accomplished
astrophotographers. We also ran into FAAC
member Ed Halash and his daughter Amanda who
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attended the event. About 6 members of the
Kalamazoo club attended and there was a fellow
from the Oakland Astronomy club. Of course,
FAAC member David Lee was in his usual place.
David even had a booth in the vendor building selling
astrophotos along with Astrophoto Guru Jason Ware.
Happily, I ran into a lot of the “regulars” that I see
every time I go there. It is quite nice to be able to see
old friends, like Gene from San Angelo and like
Roberto from Chicago who frequently attends
SMURFS, and make new ones like Jeff and Valerie
Raymond who were camped behind us.

A little note on positioning. The upper field is
“where it is happening”. All the big names set up
there. That being said it is also CROWDED! You
cannot hardly swing a dob without hitting an AP~
refractor. The upper field is also the most exposed to
the wind and the dust devils (several scopes were up-
ended this year on the upper field). Two year’s ago
we went to the lower field and had it pretty much to
ourselves. On the lower field you have to contend
with lights from passing cars, but this dies down
about {1 PM or so. You are somewhat sheltered
from the wind and the dust. This year the lower field
was quite crowded, although not as bad as the upper
field. A word to the wise is to get there early and
stake out a good spot! Oh — by the way..... this year
we also shared the lower field with a buffalo that kept
“gscaping” his pen and wandering in search of
greener pastures. He did not hurt anything but you
had to “watch your step”, if you know what I mean.

The ranch did their usual wonderful job of feeding
and accommodating all of us. Greg, you should
know that the “Chillibake” was excellent — I wish I
could get the recipe. The food at the TSP is great
although Jack suggested that we cook for ourselves
next time. We usually put on a feed at a star party
and it would have been nice to do that in Texas.
(continued on page 3)
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STAR STUFF is a monthly publication of the Ford
Amateur Astronomy Club, an affiliate club of the
Ford Employee Recreation Association.
Ford Amateur Astronomy Club
P.O. Box 7527
Dearborn MI 48121-7527

htip://www.boonhill.net/faac

Your submissions to STAR STUFF are welcome
Please write to the address above or contact the
editor:

Chuck Boren
Cboren@ameritech.net
Officers:
President Dan Kmiecik
Vice President John Ford
Secretary Don Klaser
Treasurer Mike Bruno

General Meetings:

The Ford Amateur Astronomy Club holds regular
general meeting on the fourth Thursday of each
month (except the combined November/December
meeting held the first Thursday of December) at 5:00
PM in conference room 1491 in the Ford Credit
building in Dearborn, Michigan

Observing:

The Ford Amateur Astronomy Club observes at
Spring Mill Pond within the Island Lake State
Recreation Area near Brighton, Michigan. The club
maintains a permit for after-hours access. Weather
permitting~ the club observes on Friday nights,
Saturday nights, and nights before holidays.

Hotline:

Observing schedules and additional Club information
is available by calling the Observing Hotline at:

(313) 390-5456.

Club Membership:

Membership in the Ford Amateur Astronomy Club is
open to Ford employees and non-employees. Write or
call for an application.

Annual - New Member:$25; Renewal: $ 20
Lifetime - $ 100

Membership includes:

A subscription to the STAR STUFF newsletter and
the quarterly newsletter the REFLECTOR published
by the Astronomical League.

Discounts on ASTRONOMY and SKY &
TELESCOPE magazines, after-hours access to the
observing site and discounts at selected area
equipment retailers.
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Membership Dues
By Michael J. Bruno, Treasurer

Your dues payment should be sent to: P.O. Box 7527
Dearborn, MI 48121 and make your check payable to
the Ford Amateur Astronomy Club. You may also
pay your dues at the next general. Your payment is
due by January 31, 2002 to remain an active member
with all benefits of the Club. If received after that
date you will need to rejoin at the new member rate
of $25.

If you have any questions as to your membership
status, please get a hold of Mike Bruno through e-
mail or by leaving a message on the Hotline. I1

Magazine Discounts

Do not send money to FAAC for SKY &
TELESCOPE or ASTRONOMY  magazine
subscriptions. We have a form that you send in with
your subscription directly to the publisher to receive
a $10 discount. Pick up a form at the next meeting,
or contact a club officer. Il

Next General Meeting

The next meeting of the Ford Amateur Astronomy
Club will be held on Thursday, August 23, at
5:00pm in conference room 1491 in the Ford Credit
building in Dearborn.

The program for the meeting has not yet been
determined, but as always, pizza and pop will be
provided.

The Ford Credit building is the low building
immediately northeast of (but not attached to) Ford
World Headquarters. The building is secured with a
card entry system. The easiest way to enter for
meetings is to park in the lot east of the building and
enter thru the lower east or lower northeast doors. At
5:00p no one seems to have much trouble entering,
because many people are leaving about that time. At
the lower east door there is a manned security desk.
Identify yourself, and say you are attending a Ford
club meeting, and the guard will admit you. The
meeting room is on the lower floor, on the east side
of the building, about mid-way along the north-south
corridor. Usually, signs will be posted to direct you
to the room. IT
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(Continued from page one)

was determined to do some CCD imaging but
inconsistent power at the camera gave him a few
problems. He did not seem too worried as the sky at
his Tucson property was as good or better! T wanted
to get a lot of astrophotos taken. I planned to shoot
all night and develop film all day. Ialso wanted to
try some hypered film. The clouds prevented this
from happening on most nights although I did hyper
and shoot some PJ400, some LE400 and some Supra
400. T am encouraged with the results and T will be
experimenting more this summer. [ did get a few
shots on the good night and a couple the next
(Wednesday night) before the clouds rolled in.
Equipment problems plagued me somewhat but I was
trying a lot of new things. Ilearned a lot and if the
sky ever clears I will be better prepared to get some
cool photos!

Lots of buying and selling goes on at the TSP and
this year was no exception. Al Nagler had a whole
slew of new products on display and other vendors
like Lumicon, Pocono, Lymax and Rex’s Astro Stuff
were in attendance all week. The Friday Swap Meet
was OK but the bulletin board was where the used
equipment action was. One fellow had just acquired
the prototype of the “AstroMak” telescope and he
was selling some of the accessories that came with it.
He had two ST4’s, one for $300.00 and one with a
“Flipmate” for $400.00 as well as an ST6 / Color
Wheel for $1,500.00. Needless to say these went
quick. The AstroMak itself was a wonderful looking
telescope with truly massive fork arms on an
observatory pier. This entire system is destined to be
set up in the owners observatory in Kansas.

Many interesting telescopes abounded making an
afternoon walk through the “upper field” (known as
“The Zo0”) an educational journey in telescope
variation. I think the most unusual was the Tetra-
Shiefspengler. I was told that this was a 12 fl1 or
£12 planetary reflector in a compact wooden tube. Tt
was a really nice looking system. AP’s, Tak’s,
Meade’s, Celestron’s and many less common scopes
were in abundance. Losmandy G11’s were common
and I got to look at the legendary AP 900 and 1200
mounts as well as a nice Mountain Instruments
MI250. Many, Many, MANY dobsonian mounts
were on the field crowned by Larry Mitchel’s 36”
Obsession. Rick Singmaster of Starmaster
Telescopes was camped on the lower field delivering
a few telescopes and giving lessons in columniation
as well as demonstrating his manual and computer
drive instruments.

Jack Kennedy was giving lessons to our neighbors in
LX 200 operation and I talked to a lot of folks about
simple astrophotography. All in all it was a great
week. Even with the clouds I am looking forward to
next year! I1
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2001 Ford Amateur Astronomy
Club Calendar of Events and
Activities

5" Annual GLAAC STAR PARTY
o See flyer on page 5

9™ Annual Island Lake Star Party
o September 22, 2001

Check for updates:

on the FAAC hotline (313) 390-5456

Ford Intranet: www.be.ford.com/astro/faac.html
or the Internet: www.boonhill.net/faac

AstroHelp
By John Kmiecik

A few months ago, an idea was brought up that we
should have some sort of "database" that members
can look through to find help if they need it. T
volunteered to work on that idea. FAAC AstroHelp
was born at the next board meeting. At the past two
general meetings, I've had forms to sign up for
AstroHelp. (See page 4 of this newsletter.) It asks for
your name, phone number, e-mail, when you are
willing to help and what you will help with. Please
fill out the form and email it to j@thedarkpoet.net or
bring it to me at the next general meeting. You may
also mail your form to the club address c/o John
Kmiecik. T1

Advertisements

For Sale: NEW 800-1200 F9.9 zoom lens. Will fit
any camera with t-adapter. $450.00

Chuck Boren 248-777-2108 or
cboren@ameritech.net
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FAAC AstroHelp Signup Form

Name (First and Last):

Phone: ( ) -
Hours to Call (circle am or pm): am/pm to am/pm
Months Astronomy Experience:

Observing Equipment Owned:

Additional Equipment (such as cameras, CCD cameras, computers):

Areas of Expertise:




Kensineton Metropark Fifth Annual /
Astronomy at the Beach August 24 & 25th

Hosted by the 4

Great Lakes Association of Astronomy Clubs
(Time 5:00 pm to Midnight rain or shine)

Check our web site http://www-personal.umich.edu/~dgs/kensingt0n/

Special Guest Speakers
NASA Scientist (to be announced) on topics
International Space Station & The planet Mars

o Ford Amateur Astronomy Club

o Warren Astronomical Society Rider’s Hobby Shop
e Eastern Michigan University Astronomy Club

e University Lowbrow Astronomers &
e Oakland Astronomy Club
e Seven Ponds Astronomy Club Discovery Channel Store

e Sunset Astronomical Society

e Genesee Astrononical Society

e Amateur Astronomers of Jackson

Look at the stars through our telescopes! Bring your binoculars . Bring the
family, students, teachers & scouts !!!

- Slide Presentation - Tour of the constellations

- Comet making Demonstration! - View the Sun

- CCD digital Imaging - Learn Astronomy

- Walk through Astronomy Displays - How to choose Telescopes

- Food and Beverages (for purchase) - Sky tour treasure hunt

Kensington Metropark I-96 at the Kent Lake Road exit (153). Go North
to Martindale Beach. Phone 1-800 477-3178

...... >y | Vehicle permit required:
‘ $2.00/Friday, $3.00/Saturday

¢
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